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— The MAIUNG DATE of this communication appears on the cover afieef tieneath the conespondmce addfress — 
Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE MONTH(S) FROM THE MAIUNG DATE 

OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may k)e available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed after SIX (6) MONTWS 
from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within ttie statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, such period shall, by default, expire SIX (6) MOm>IS from the mailing date of tiiis communication. 

- Failure to reply wittiin the set or octended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.&C. § 133). 

- Any reply received by the Office later tiian three months after the mailing date of this communication, even If timely, may reduce any earned patent 
tenii adjustment See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 

Status 

O^esponsive to communication(s) filed on 
CS^is action is FINAL. 

□ Since this application is In condition for allowance except for fonnal nnatters, prosecution as to the merits is closed in 
accordance with the practice under Br parte CHJayle, 1935 CD. 1 1; 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

[B^aim(s) 



4-/ 



/- 



Of the above claim(s)- 

Qk<5laim(s) 

C9^laim(s) 

□ Claim(s) 

□ Claim(s) 



is/are pending in the application, 
is/are withdrawn from consideration. 



Application Papers 

□ The proposed drawing connection, filed on . 

□ The drawing(s) filed on 



is/are allowed. 

is/are rejected. 

is/are objected to. 

are subject to restriction or election 
requirement 



is □ approved □ disapproved. 



is/are objected to by the Examiner 



□ TTie specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

□ The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 

Priority under 35 U^.C. § 1 19 (aHd) 

□ Acknowledgement Is made of a daim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 1 9 (sHcO- 
□ All □ Some* □ None of the: 

□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

□ Certified copies of the priority documents have t^een received in Application No 

□ Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received 

in this national stage application from tlie Intemational Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(£0) 
^Certified copies not received: . , 



Attachment(s) 

□ Infomnation Disclosure Statement(s), PTO-1449, Paper No(s). 

O^'^fjotice of Reference(s) Cited, ^ ^ 

D Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review, FTO-QAS 

Office Action Summary 



□ Intennew Summary, PTO-413 

□ Notice of Infbnnal Patent Application, PTO-152 

□ Other 
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1. The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not 
included in this action can be found in a prior Office action. 

2. The abstract of the disclosure is objected to because 
particularly in view of applicants' major changes in drafting 
both their claims and also their specification the Abstract in 
its present form is not believed to properly disclose the 
invention to one of ordinary skill in the art. Correction is 
required. See MPEP § 608.01(b). 

3. Claims 1, 5-7, and 14-20 are rejected under 35 U.S. C. § 

103(a) as being unpatentable over Spies et al . , substantially for 

the reasons set forth in paragraph Nos. 10 and 11 of Paper No. 3, 

together with the following additional observations. With 

respect to claim 1, as applicants have noted (Response, page 9, 

second paragraph) Spies et al, discloses adhesives that were 

based on acrylic acid, which is taught as particularly suitable, 

e.g. specification, page 8jfor the repulpable adhesive 

composition. As such it clearly reads upon applicants' claim 1 

limitation that the adhesive phase ("continuous" is believed to 

be, if not inherent, an obvious modification to one of ordinary 
II 

skill) is at least one organic compound incorporating one or more 
high polarity functional groups of an acid functionality" . Since 
acrylic acid polymers and copolymers clearly meet this 
limitation, applicants' traversal is respectfully not understood. 
With respect to claims 5-7, as was previously set forth the 
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presence of a water insoluble, discontinuous phase in either the 
substrate, adhesive layer or "abherent" layer or all three such 
layers reads upon the presence of a wide variety of well known 
filler materials. As to claims 14, 15, and 17-20, as was 
previously set forth these are firmly believed to read upon well 
known elements such as soluble starches, ionic salts of 
polyacrylic acid, and water insoluble, discontinuous phase of 
cellulose fibers or high molecular weight acrylic acids^are still 
firmly believed to be well known to one of ordinary skill in the 
art, a holding which applicants have not contested. As to claim 
16, however, which recites that the water dissolvable, continuous 
phase abherent layer is lecithin, note as state of the art Huber, 
column 9, lines 43-55, particularly lines 53-55 that lecithin is 
a well known release agent in the adhesive tape art such as 
masking tapes. As such, the Examiner must respectfully submit 
that applicants have failed to prove their burden with respect to 
dependent claim 16. Other parameters that are not either 
expressly or inherently disclosed are each still believed to be 
obvious modifications to one of ordinary skill, in the absence of 
unexpected results. 

4. Claim 21 is allowed. 

5. . Applicants' amendment necessitated the new grounds of 
rejection. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE PINAL. See M.P.E.P. 
§ 706,07 (a) . Applicants are reminded of the extension of time 
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policy as set forth in 37 C.F.R. § 1.136(a). The practice of 
automatically extending the shortened statutory period an 
additional month upon the filing of a timely first response to a 
final rejection has been discontinued by the Office. See 1021 
TMOG 35. 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR RESPONSE TO THIS FINAL 
ACTION IS SET TO EXPIRE THREE MONTHS FROM THE DATE OF THIS 
ACTION. IN THE EVENT A FIRST RESPONSE IS FILED WITHIN TWO MONTHS 
OF THE MAILING DATE OF THIS FINAL ACTION AND THE ADVISORY ACTION 
IS NOT MAILED UNTIL AFTER THE END OF THE THREE-MONTH SHORTENED 
STATUTORY PERIOD, THEN THE SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD WILL EXPIRE 
ON THE DATE THE ADVISORY ACTION IS MAILED, AND ANY EXTENSION FEE 
PURSUANT TO 37 C.F.R. § 1.136(a) WILL BE CALCULATED FROM THE 
MAILING DATE OF THE ADVISORY ACTION. IN NO EVENT WILL THE 
STATUTORY PERIOD FOR RESPONSE EXPIRE LATER THAN SIX MONTHS FROM 
THE DATE OF THIS FINAL ACTION. 

6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier 
communications from the examiner should be directed to Daniel 
Zirker whose telephone number is (703) 308-0031. The examiner 
can normally be reached on Monday -Thursday from 8:30 A.M. to 6:00 
P.M. The examiner can also be reached on alternate Fridays. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are 
unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, Terrel Morris, can.be 
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reached on (703) 308-2414. The fax phone number for this Group 
is (703) 872-9310. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the 
status of this application or proceeding should be directed to 

the Group receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 308-0661. 



Dzirkertcdc DANIELZIRKER 

PRIMARY EXAMINER 
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